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Of course, God’s perspective and His provisions 
make everything He desires for our lives possible 
for us. But it is the way we let His thinking change 
our thinking that sets us up for lasting results.

At the very end of Jesus’ time with His disciples, 
just before being arrested, He told them what was 
about to happen and what it would do in them. 
The setting was in the moments immediately after 

Knowing  
 that this   
   place   
 has been 
prepared  
 within 
you by  
    Jesus 
Himself  
   is the  
   game-
changer. 

t really isn’t how God sees 
us that determines our 

experiences. It is how we 
think He sees us that will 

govern our trust and ability 
to receive from Him. 



Jesus said that He was about to 
leave them and “go.” His death was 
actually only hours away. This would 
have been an unthinkable prospect 
to the disciples. But we know that 
this was exactly what Jesus was tell-
ing them. Through His death, He 
would pay the price for the sins of 
humanity and then enter the pres-
ence of the Heavenly Father.

Do you remember that 
moment in John 20:11 when Mary 
Magdalene was at the tomb of Jesus 
crying? She thought it was the 
gardener until she heard His voice. 
She turned to face Him, but Jesus 
told her not to touch Him. Why? 
Because He had not yet ascended to 
the Father. He had just been raised 
from death and was about to ascend 

into the presence of the Father with 
the eternal sacrifice. 

This is what Jesus was referring 
to when He said that He would go 
prepare a place for us. He was going 
to the Father in Heaven to make 
Heaven ready for every person who 
would receive this holy sacrifice. 

Once everything was ready 
and the sacrifice was offered on 
Heaven’s Mercy Seat (Hebrews 
9:12), Jesus came back to show 
Himself over many days to His 
disciples. Through the sacrifice 
of His precious blood, Jesus had 
joined Heaven and earth to bring 

ate all mankind from the tyranny, 
corruption, and bondage of sin. 
He would indeed establish God’s 
Kingdom, but He would reign 
from the heart of each individual 
who would receive Him as their 
Lord and personal Savior. 

Looking at Jesus’ statements 
in these verses, we can see that 
He was describing exactly how 
this would happen. He was about 
to go away and prepare a place 
for each of them. The word “pre-
pare” is itself rich with insight 
to help the disciples understand 
what was about to happen. In 
Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon, it 
is defined to mean to make all nec-
essary preparations or to get every-
thing ready. It was taken from the 

oriental custom of sending people 
ahead of a king on a journey for 
the purpose of leveling the road 
and making it passable. 

Jesus was telling the disciples 
that He was going before them 
in order to make the path to the 
Father “passable” for them. Then 
He said that after He made every-
thing ready, He would come back 
so they could be where He is.

At that moment, the disciples 
didn’t really grasp the depth of 
what Jesus described. Thankfully, 
we can now look back to under-
stand it.

their intimate time together shar-
ing  the covenant meal that we call 
the Last Supper. 

“Don’t worry or surrender to 
your fear. For you’ve believed in 
God, now trust and believe in 
me also. My Father’s house has 
many dwelling places. If it were 
otherwise, I would tell you 
plainly, because I go to prepare a 
place for you to rest. And when 
everything is ready, I will come 
back and take you to myself so 
that you will be where I am. 
And you already know the way 
to the place where I’m going” 
( John 14:1–4 TPT).

Although the disciples didn’t 
realize it just yet, they were about 
to face an onslaught of trouble 
and fears that had the potential 
of shaking everything they had 
believed about Jesus. But Jesus 
knew what was about to happen, 
and He was equipping them (and 
us) to succeed against any future 
threat or attack. 

In order to grasp how deeply 
the disciples would be affected by 
these soon-coming events, keep in 
mind what they had been taught 
about Messiah all of their lives. 
These men had grown up hearing 
that Messiah was coming to rees-
tablish Israel’s greatness and inde-
pendence. He would free Israel 
from Roman occupation and 
establish God’s Kingdom in the 
form of a government that would 
reign supreme. 

Of course, we know that this 
was not what Jesus had come to 
do, but the disciples didn’t have 
that revelation yet as they shared 
that last Passover meal with the 
Master. It would only be later that 
they would come to more fully 
understand that Jesus had come for 
a much greater purpose—to liber-
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the Father’s crown of creation — 
His people — into His presence. 

When we receive Jesus’ sacri-
fice personally, we are given access 
to all of Heaven’s resources. We 
are where Jesus is, just as He told 
His disciples. 

• Ephesians 2:6 says we are 
now seated with Jesus in 
heavenly places. 

• Hebrews 4:16 tells us to 
come boldly before the 
Throne of Grace to receive 
what we need.

Our union with Christ gives us 
a presence in Heaven — but it also 
gives the Father a presence here 
on earth. Jesus was the “…exact 
expression of God’s true nature — 
his mirror image” (Hebrews 1:3 
TPT). Now we are filled with the 
same Holy Spirit and born again, 
free from sin’s dominion and 
capable of being His mirror image 
on the earth in this day. 

That is a tall order and seems 
beyond reason. And it is! It is 
totally unreasonable to think 
we can reflect God’s image and 
true nature. Yet this new birth 
has changed us so drastically and 
completely that this is exactly how 
He sees it. Through His death, 
burial, and resurrection, Jesus has 
prepared a place in us.

So here is what must hap-
pen — we must see it too! He not 
only prepared a place for us in the 
presence of the Father, but He has 
also prepared us for everything He 
desires us to be and to have.

Ephesians 2:10 (NKJV) makes 
it so plain:

“For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them.” 

Second Timothy 2:20–21 
(NKJV) gives more insight:

“But in a great house there 
are not only vessels of gold 
and silver, but also of wood 
and clay, some for honor and 
some for dishonor. Therefore if 
anyone cleanses himself from 
the latter, he will be a vessel for 
honor, sanctified and useful for 
the Master, prepared for every 
good work.” 

The place has been prepared 
for every person to come freely 
and confidently to the Father 
through the sacrifice of His Son, 
knowing that they are welcomed 
with open arms. The place has  
also been prepared within every 
born-again person to carry the 
power of His presence into  
every good work. 

Knowing that this place has 
been prepared within you by Jesus 
Himself is the game-changer. It’s 
the difference between your strug-
gling to do what you can do in 
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your own strength and experiencing all He can do through 
you by the power of His Spirit. 

Jesus concluded His final teaching to His disciples with 
such a powerful statement. Let His conquering courage fill 
you as well!

“And everything I’ve taught you is so that the peace 
which is in me will be in you and will give you great 
confidence as you rest in me. For in this unbelieving 
world you will experience trouble and sorrows, but you 
must be courageous, for I have conquered the world!” 
( John 16:33 TPT)


