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in Hawaii, where Dennis 
and I had planned to reunite 
after his meetings in New 
Zealand. We wanted to rest 
Saturday before beginning 
ou r  m e e t i ng s  S und ay 
morning. But on Saturday at 5:00 a.m., the pastor of the church 
called and informed Dennis that an earthquake, registering 
8.8 on the Richter scale, had just struck off the coast of Chile, 
sending a tsunami bearing down on the Hawaiian Islands. A 
mandatory evacuation to “higher ground” was in effect. 

Immediately I remembered being awakened the night before 
and related my experience to Dennis. We prayed, forbidding the 
tsunami to come near any of the Pacific Islands. We prayed that 
the tsunami would hit the words we had prayed and bounce 
back in the direction it had come. 

The hotel staff moved everyone to rooms on higher levels. 
After moving our luggage, we enjoyed a peaceful breakfast 
while others rushed to the airport, trying to get on a flight 
before the tsunami hit. But the Holy Spirit had already warned 
me of what was to come. He had given me the scripture 
to stand on two weeks before the earthquake struck, and 
we were at peace. 

What an advantage those of us who are believers 
have because of our relationship with the Holy Spirit! 
John 16:13 says, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he 
will guide you into all truth. He will not be presenting 
his own ideas; he will be telling you what he has heard. 
He will tell you about the future.” The Spirit of God 
will warn us before negative events happen so we can 
either pray to influence those events or avoid them 
altogether. But if we don’t pay attention and become too 
busy with other things to hear His voice, we will miss 
His warnings. 

Life’s distractions can fill our minds with what I call 
“static,” which can hinder us from hearing the Holy 
Spirit. It’s similar to what happens in the natural when 
we’re listening to a radio station while driving our cars. 
If we travel too far from the source transmitting the 

broadcast, static will interfere with what we want to hear. 
And if we keep driving away from the source, before long 
we won’t hear anything but static. However, all we have to 
do to solve the problem is get closer to the source; then the 
broadcast will come in loud and clear. Much like the static 

that interferes with a radio broadcast, the “static” from the 
world can interfere with our ability to hear the Holy Spirit. But 
when we draw closer to the Source of truth, we will hear what 
He is saying loud and clear. 

When the Holy Spirit warns us of an upcoming or potential 
disaster, He fully intends for us to pray and use our God-
given authority to control the situation. Jesus said, “Believe 
me, whatever you forbid upon earth will be what is forbidden 
in Heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be what is 
permitted in Heaven” (Matthew 18:18 Phillips). We can forbid 
disaster and change what the devil has planned — or we can 
do nothing and, by our lack of action, permit the devil to have 
his way. God gave us the assignment to have dominion and 
subdue the earth (see Genesis 1:28). We won’t be fearful when 
the Holy Spirit warns us of adverse things to come when we 

But if we 
don’t pay 

attention and 
become too 
busy with 

other things 
to hear His 
voice, we 

will miss His 
warnings.”

We know God is always 
speaking—the question is 
how well are you hearing 
what He’s saying?  
Have you ever felt like answers 
or directions from God are not 
coming through clearly? How 
confident would you be if you 
knew you were following God’s 
voice? In order to experience the 
results God intends you must 
hear His voice, be faithful to His 
plan and see yourself from His 
perspective.
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know how to exercise the authority God 
has given us to change circumstances and 
live as overcomers in the midst of every 
situation. 

A well-known prophet delivered this 
message in 1998 under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit: 

“You will begin to hold back disasters 
that the devil had planned, not only in 
weather, not only in money, but also in 
politics and in the affairs of nations, for 
God Almighty is Ruler in the affairs of 
men. And when My Word is strong in 
your spirit and strong in your mouth, I 
will use you as a control point. And when 
disasters are planned, you will stand up 
and say, ‘No!’” 

There has never been a more 
appropriate time to exercise our authority 
than this hour we’re living in right now. 

When the enemy came against Joseph 
for the dream God 
gave him, Joseph 
d i d n’t  c o l l a p s e 
under the pressure 
of the mistreatment 
he  exper ienced. 
Instead, he kept his 
focus on the dream 
and kept his heart 
right toward those 
who abused him. As 
a result, he worked 
with God to make 
the dream a reality. 
When Joseph finally 
met his treasonous brothers face 
to face, he said, “As far as I am concerned, 
God turned into good what you meant 
for evil, for He brought me to this high 
position I have today so that I could save 
the lives of many people” (Genesis 50:20 
TLB). No matter what the devil plans 
against us, God can turn it around and 
bring good out of what the enemy meant 
for evil.

The apostle Paul also faced a situation 
that looked hopeless while sailing to Rome. 
He warned the crew of the ship that the 
voyage would end in disaster if they sailed. 
But when a south wind began to softly 
blow, the captain thought it was a sign of 
good weather and, against the warning 
of the man of God, ordered the ship to  
set sail. 

When the ship was far from shore, 

a violent northeastern storm arose and 
tossed it to and fro. After days of violent 
winds, the crew threw all the cargo 
overboard, hoping to stay afloat. However, 
two weeks passed without the people 
on board ever seeing the sun or stars. By 
that time, everyone had lost all hope of 
being saved — everyone, that is, except 
the apostle Paul. 

This life-threatening situation could 
have been avoided had the ship’s crew 
listened to the Lord’s warning, but they 
didn’t. Yet Paul didn’t panic when no 
one listened, nor did he gloat when later 
he was proven right. Paul didn’t say, “I 
warned you not to set sail. Now we’re 
sure to die because of your stubbornness.” 
Instead, he looked to the Lord for 
deliverance, despite the circumstances. 

Paul’s trust in God was rewarded when 
an angel appeared to him and said: “‘Do 

not be af raid, Paul; 
you must be brought 
before Caesar; and 
i n d e e d  G o d  h a s 
granted you all those 
who sail with you’” 
(Acts 27:24 NKJV). 
It was Paul’s divine 
assignment to stand 
before Caesar that 
had brought about 
this attack from the 
enemy, but the angel 
assured him that no 
lives would be lost. 

While everyone on board was certain 
that all would die, Paul displayed a calm 
confidence in God’s delivering power.

This April, Dennis left to preach 
in France and Moscow. On the flight 
to France, the captain announced that 
they were being diverted around Iceland. 
Dennis thought nothing of it, but it 
wasn’t long after he arrived in France 
that he found out the delay was more 
than a slight problem. Nearly the entire 
European continent had been grounded 
after a volcano erupted in Iceland. The 
ash from the volcano was polluting the 
air, causing air traffic to come to an 
abrupt halt. For five days, the skies in 
most European cities were silent, and 
Dennis’ travel to Moscow was at risk. 
Only God could clear the skies to get air 
travel moving again. 
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God has designed our Christian walk to be filled with peace, 
inner joy, and the deep knowledge that we are loved by Him. Yet 
for many of us, the struggles within our own lives keep us from 
experiencing the joy of true victory. Living above the difficulties 
that confront you in this life requires that you first subdue the 
negatives that reside within you.

Unless otherwise indicated, all scriptures come from the New Living 
Translation of the Bible.

Again, the Holy Spirit gave me a scripture to control this 
potential disaster. Psalm 78:26 records how God parted the Red Sea 
so the children of Israel could cross on dry ground: “He released the 
east wind in the heavens and guided the south wind by his mighty 
power.” So I prayed that the Lord would once again release the east 
wind and guide the south wind to blow the ash away so Dennis’ 
flight could depart as scheduled. 

That’s exactly what happened. While thousands remained 
stranded, Dennis flew to Moscow just as he had planned. God’s 
Word will always accomplish what we send it to do (Isaiah 55:11). 

Like the apostle Paul, Dennis had a divine assignment. It was 
crucial that my husband arrived in Moscow on time to deliver the 
Word God had given him for the people there. 

Dennis did arrive as scheduled. He taped five days of television 
with Rick Renner, taught in the Bible school, and finished his 
ministry trip with a full day of teaching at the church on Sunday. It 
was reported several days after Dennis returned home that 30,000 
people remained stranded all over Europe, but his schedule hadn’t 
been disrupted at all. 

A few days later, I read an article about the volcano in a news 
magazine. An aerial photograph showed the pattern of the ash that 
had only migrated east and south of Iceland. God knew exactly 
what needed to happen to control the situation and clear the 
entire continent of the dangerous ash so Dennis could complete 
his assignment. The wind needed to blow from the east and south, 
sending the ash back in the direction it came. 

These are the days in which God is demonstrating His power 
through believers who will use their God-given authority. He 
wants to manifest His power through us! But first, we must be 
confident that disaster is never God’s will. It is His goodness that 
leads men to repentance, not disaster (Romans 2:4). Second, we 
must be confident in the integrity of God’s Word. He will always 
do what He has promised. Third, we must become skillful in using 
the authority God has entrusted us with. Fourth, we must keep our 
hearts and minds free from the world’s “static” that would prevent 
us from discerning the voice of the Holy Spirit. And finally, we 
must know our God-given assignment and remain on task. 

When we continually feed on God’s Word, we strengthen our 
spirits. Instead of talking about problems when threatened with 
disaster, we will speak the solution. When we feed on God’s Word, 
walk in the Word, and listen to the Word, the Word will increase 
and strengthen our spirits. Our foundation will be built solid and 
strong, and our lives won’t collapse, even “though the rain comes 
in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that 
house…” (Matthew 7:25). Instead, we’ll stand boldly on the Rock 
of Jesus Christ in the midst of the storm, holding back disaster with 
the power of His Word. 
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